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Introduction 

 
This series contains activities to enhance the capacity of community members, primary school Boards of 

Management (BoM), head teachers, inservice coordinators, and teachers to better perform their responsibilities. 

These school-based activities support and strengthen work-place skills and knowledge and enhance personal 

development. 

 

Teachers, BoMs and communities can decide which capacity building activities are needed and the approach to be 

used.  

 

The Flip Chart is intended to be used with the Education Planning Issues booklet, the activities in this flip chart 

will help to understand the planning issues in education. 

 

School teachers and school community members can use these capacity building activities for their personal and 

professional development, and the needs of their children. These capacity building activities can be undertaken 

by groups or individually. The Papua New Guinea Education Institute will provide accreditation to their students 

on the completion of assessment tasks. 

 

The capacity building activities in this Flip Chart will help you learn about: 

The changes that have taken place with the Education Reforms 

The National Education Plan 2005-2014; 

Elementary Education 

Primary Education.  

 

The activities are designed to help schools better understand how the National Education Plans can be reflected 

in their own School Learning Improvement Plans. (SLIP)  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL SONG NATIONAL 
PLEDGE 

PRAYER 

O arise all you sons of this land 

Let us sing of our joy to be free 

Praising God and rejoicing to be 

Papua New Guinea 

Shout our name from the mountains 
to seas 

Papua New Guinea 

Let us raise our voices and proclaim 

Papua New Guinea 

 

Now give thanks to the good Lord 
above 

For his kindness, his wisdom and 
love 

For this land of our fathers so free 

Papua New Guinea 

Shout again for the whole world to hear 

Papua New Guinea 

We’re independent and we’re free 

We the people of Papua 
New Guinea 

Pledge ourselves, united in 
one nation 

We pay homage to our cultural 
heritage 

The source of our strength 

We pledge to build a democratic 
society 

Based on justice, equality, 
respect and 

prosperity for our people 

We pledge to stand together as 

One people, One nation 

One country 

God bless Papua New Guinea 

 

 

Almighty and Eternal Father, 

We thank you and praise you. 

For the infinite love and mercy, 

You rain down blessings upon mankind, 

in spite of their faults and failings. 

Bless our nation PNG, and her people. 

We are pilgrims on our way to freedom, 

with good news for all we meet. 

Help us travel lightly, travel together. 

Learn as we go, we are disciples, 

The mission is urgent, 

The journey is long. 

Help us travel with authority, fearing no one. 

We are apostles, 

Opponents of evil. 

Let the cross be our compass, love be our 
sign. 

To lean upon your great strength, 

Trustfully and to wait patiently and serenely 



Papua New Guinea For the unfolding of Your Will. 

 

Amen 
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TOPIC 1: What are the changes in the education reforms? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Women kain senis 

ikamap ken??  Planti 

senis tumas na ol skul I         

paul ia!!!! 
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TOPIC 1: What are the changes in the education reforms? 

 
Education Reform Goals 

 
The main goals of the Education Reforms were:  

 
• Vernacular (ples tok) elementary education in villages with 

village teachers for three years for all children 
 
• The introduction of Grades 7 & 8 into Primary Schools with 

new subjects: ‘Making a living’ and ‘Personal 
Development’ for all children 

 
• Having twice as many pupils attending Grades 9&10 in 

Provincial High Schools. 
 

• Having one Secondary School (up to Grade 12) in all 
Provinces 

 

 

Discussion Questions  
 

 
 

1. Are there any children who do not go to school in your 
community? 

2. What is the best way of making sure that every child is able to 
go to school in your community? 

3. What is the best way to stop children from ‘dropping out’ from 
school in your community? 

4. How can more girls be encouraged to attend school and remain 
in school? 

5. Complete this chart: 
 
Education Reform 
Goal 

Current situation 
in your community 

Issues Suggested 
action 

Vernacular (ples 
tok) elementary 
education for all 
children 

   

Introduction of 
Grades 7 & 8 into 
Primary Schools 

   

Twice as many 
pupils attend 
Grades 9&10 

   

one Secondary 
School (up to 
Grade 12) in all 
Provinces 

   

 
.     
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Topic 2:  Goals of the National Education Plan 2004-2015 

Under the goal of Universal Primary Education all children will 

be able to complete nine years of basic education. 

The Plan says that PNG must have an education system 

that:  

• Promotes Universal Basic Education (UBE) 

• Promotes of Integral Human development (social, 

mental, physical, spiritual, cultural) development  of 

every individual 

• Encourages the use of  Christian and traditional values  

• Meets the requirements of Papua New Guinea and its 

people 

• Improves the standards of Education 

• Makes the benefits of education as widely as possible to 

all the people 

• Makes education accessible to the poor and physically, 

mentally and socially handicapped and those that who 

are educationally disadvantaged 

• Prepares literate, skilled and healthy citizens for PNG.  

• Prepares children to contribute to their traditional 

communities and to the peace and prosperity of the nation 
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Topic 2:  The goals of the National Education Plan 2004-2015 

Under the goal of Universal Primary Education all children 

will be able to complete nine years of basic education. 

The Plan says that PNG must have an education system 

that:  

• Promotes Universal Basic Education (UBE) 

• Promotes of Integral Human development (social, 

mental, physical, spiritual, cultural) development  of 

every individual 

• Encourages the use of  Christian and traditional 

values  

• Meets the requirements of Papua New Guinea and its 

people 

• Improves the standards of Education 

• Makes the benefits of education as widely as possible 

to all the people 

• Makes education accessible to the poor and physically, 

mentally and socially handicapped and those that who 

are educationally disadvantaged 

• Prepares literate, skilled and healthy citizens for PNG. 

• Prepares children to contribute to their traditional 

communities and to the peace and prosperity of the 

nation  

Discussion Questions  
 

1. Discuss what does Universal Basic education means? Answer: all children 

will go to school, even if they have disabilities. 

2. Explain what we mean by Integral Human Development. Answer: all 

parts of a child’s development (social, mental, physical, spiritual, 

cultural) 

5. Complete the following chart: 

 
Vision/Mission Statement p5&6 A National Plan 
for Education 

What our school will do 
to help achieve this. 

1. Universal Primary Education (UPE)  
2. Promotion of Integral Human development (social, 
mental, physical, spiritual, cultural) of every 
individual 

 

3. Having an education system that meets the 
requirements of Papua New Guinea and its people 

 

4. To improve the standards of Education  
5. To make the benefits of education as widely as 
possible to all the people 

 

6. To make education accessible to the poor and 
physically, mentally and socially handicapped and 
those that who are educationally disadvantaged 
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TOPIC 3: The vision, major outcome and policies of elementary education. 

 
 
Vision: At 6 years of age all children begin their basic education in an elementary school in a language they speak. For 
the next three years they develop the basis for sound literacy and numeracy skills, family and community values 
including discipline, personal health care, and respect for others. 
 
Major outcome: By 2012 all 6 year old children will be provided with the opportunity to enter the Elementary 
Preparatory Grade and complete three years of basic elementary education. 
 
Policies 

• The language of instruction will be selected by the community. 
• The elementary teachers will be selected by the community. 
• The community will help develop locally based school programs 
• The community will participate in assessing trainee teachers. 
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 TOPIC 3: The vision, major outcome and policies of elementary education. 
Vision: At 6 years of age all children begin their basic education in an 
elementary school in a language they speak. For the next three years 
they develop the basis for sound literacy and numeracy skills, family 
and community values including discipline, personal health care, and 
respect for others. 
 
Major outcome: By 2012 all 6 year old children will be provided with 
the opportunity to enter the Elementary Preparatory Grade and 
complete three years of basic elementary education. 
 
Policies 

• The language of instruction will be selected by the community. 
• The elementary teachers will be selected by the community. 
• The community will help develop locally based school programs 
• The community will participate in assessing trainee teachers. 

 

Discussion Questions and activities 
 

1. How many children in your elementary school in EP are at the 
correct age of 6? 

2. What are the other 6 year old children doing? 
3. How would you rate your community against the vision of 

elementary education? Good (most 6 year old children are in 
school Needs improvement (most 6 year old children are not in 
school. 

4. Did the community select the language to be used in the 
elementary school? 

5. Is the language the language you speak to the children at home 
(mother tongue)? 

6. Did the community select the elementary teacher? 
7. Is the community helping to prepare the stories and activities 

(traditional games, songs, dramas, crafts and dances) in the 
elementary school 

8. Is the community helping to assess the teacher and is telling 
the Elementary trainer and District Education officer is the 
community is happy with the elementary teacher. 
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TOPIC 4: Elementary School Responsibilities 
 
Parents and community will be responsible for: 

• Ensuring that all boys and girls enrol and attend school 
• Infrastructure and maintenance 
• Participating in Parents and Citizens activities 
• Recommendation of teachers for training 
 

School Boards of Management will be responsible for: 
• The completion of the School Planner 
• Planning for infrastructure requirements in close consultation with 

the ward councillor 
• The development of locally-based curriculum materials and the 

implementation of a locally-based curriculum. 
 

Local-level governments will be responsible for: 
• Budgeting for maintenance and establishment grants for all new 

elementary schools.  
 

District administrations will be responsible for: 
• The completion and endorsement of District Education Plans and 

implementation schedules 
• Liaising with local-level governments to ensure budget provision is 

made for establishment grants. 
 

Provincial governments will be responsible for: 
• The completion and endorsement of Provincial Education Plans 
• The allocation of elementary establishments between districts 
• The appointment of teachers 
 

The National Government will be responsible for: 
• The payment of teacher salaries 
• The training of elementary school teachers 
• Curriculum development and the development of orthographies 
• The provision of supervisory services 
• The provision of opportunities for the professional development of 

teachers 
• The allocation of new classes to each province 
• The provision and distribution of basic school supplies 
• Providing technical assistance in the areas of planning and 

management and legal matters 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 8 

 

TOPIC 4: Elementary School Responsibilities  
 
Parents and community will be responsible for: 

• Ensuring that all boys and girls enrol and attend school 
• Infrastructure and maintenance 
• Participating in Parents and Citizens activities 
• Recommendation of teachers for training 
 

School Boards of Management will be responsible for: 
• The completion of the School Planner 
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• The development of locally-based curriculum materials and the implementation of a 
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Local-level governments will be responsible for: 
• Budgeting for maintenance and establishment grants for all new elementary schools.  
 

District administrations will be responsible for: 
• The completion and endorsement of District Education Plans and implementation 

schedules 
• Liaising with local-level governments to ensure budget provision is made for 

establishment grants. 
 

Provincial governments will be responsible for: 
• The completion and endorsement of Provincial Education Plans 
• The allocation of elementary establishments between districts 
• The appointment of teachers 
 

The National Government will be responsible for: 
• The payment of teacher salaries 
• The training of elementary school teachers 
• Curriculum development and the development of orthographies 
• The provision of supervisory services 
• The provision of opportunities for the professional development of teachers 
• The allocation of new classes to each province 
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matters 

Discussion Questions and 

activities 

 
1. Discuss the various responsibilities of the various 

stakeholders then ask the following questions: 
2. What are the parents and community responsible for 

in elementary schools 
3. What are the school Boards of Management 

responsible for in elementary schools 
4. What are the Local Level Governments responsible 

for in elementary schools 
5. What are the District Education officers responsible 

for in elementary schools 
6. What are the parents and community responsible for 

in elementary schools 
7. Discuss how the parents and community can best 

carry out their responsibilities. 
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TOPIC 5: The vision, major outcome and policies of primary education 

 

  
Vision:  
At 9 years of age children continue their basic education 
in a primary school. After six years of primary education 
that begins with bilingual program, children have the 
skills to live happily and productively, contribute to their 
traditional communities and use English to understand 
basic social, scientific, technological, and personal 
concepts and value learning after Grade 8. 
 
Major Outcome:  
All children will now be able to complete a full, quality 
education to Grade 8. 
 
Policies 

• To improve the retention rate; 
• To aim for a maximum class sizes of 37 pupils for 

lower primary and 35 pupils for upper primary 
• Head teachers to take over the appraisal of teachers; 
• The BOM to contribute to the appraisal of teachers 
• All schools will have access to a trained teacher 

counsellor 
• A national framework of standards established by 

2008 
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TOPIC 5: The vision, major outcome and policies of primary education 

 

  
Vision:  
At 9 years of age children continue their basic education in a 
primary school. After six years of primary education that begins 
with bilingual program, children have the skills to live happily 
and productively, contribute to their traditional communities and 
use English to understand basic social, scientific, technological, 
and personal concepts and value learning after Grade 8. 
 
Major Outcome:  
All children will now be able to complete a full, quality 
education to Grade 8. 
 
Policies 

• To improve the retention rate; 
• To aim for a maximum class sizes of 37 pupils for lower 

primary and 35 pupils for upper primary 
• Head teachers to take over the appraisal of teachers; 
• The BOM to contribute to the appraisal of teachers 
• All schools will have access to a trained teacher counsellor 
• A national framework of standards established by 2008 
 

 

Discussion Questions and activities 

 
1. Discuss the Vision, major outcome and policies of primary education 
with the participants. Then ask the following questions: 
What does bilingual mean? Answer: Able to speak two languages. 
2. How many years is Primary Education? Answer 6 years. 
3. At what grade do children finish primary education? Answer: Grade 
8 
4. Are grade 8 children big enough to work with the rest of the 
community in their gardens, and to go hunting and fishing? 
5. What is the English language good for? Answer: understanding 
social, scientific, technological and personal concepts. 
6. How big should the largest Primary Grade be? Answer: 37 pupils for 
lower primary and 35 pupils for upper primary. 
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TOPIC 6: Primary School Responsibilities 
 
Parents and community will be responsible for: 

• The payment of parental contributions in cash or kind 
• Infrastructure and maintenance 
• Participating in Parents and Citizens activities 
 

School Boards of Management will be responsible for: 
• The completion of the School Plans 
• Planning for infrastructure requirements  
• Playing a role in the appraisal of teachers 

 
Local-level governments will be responsible for: 

• Budgeting for maintenance and new infrastructure as per endorsed 
plans 

 
District administrations will be responsible for: 

• The completion and endorsement of District Education Plans 
• Liaising with local-level governments to ensure budget provision is 

made for maintenance and infrastructure 
 

Provincial governments will be responsible for: 
• The completion and endorsement of Provincial Education Plans 
• The creation of necessary teaching positions 
• The appointment of teachers 
 

The National Government will be responsible for: 
• The payment of teacher salaries 
• Pre-service training of primary school teachers 
• Curriculum development  
• The provision of inspectoral services 
• The provision of opportunities for teacher development 
• The allocation of teachers and new classes to provinces 
• The development of policy relating to school subsidies 
• Providing technical assistance in the areas of planning and management 
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activities 

 
1. Discuss the various responsibilities of the various 
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primary schools 
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for in primary schools 
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