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NOT FOR SALE

This short course was develop in response to a training needs
analysis conducted by the Department for Community Development
and Skills Training Resource Unit to various Provinces in P.N.G.
Rabbits are an alternative type of livestock that farmers need to
focus on. They cost less to produce and also use only a small area
of land for raising them usually at the backyard. The meat is very
nutritious and they can also provide a form of income for the family
through sale of the meat. There are six modules in this short course.

The development of this short course was sponsored by the ADB-PNG
EMPLOYMENT ORIENTED SKILLS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT (EOSDP)
and produced by curriculum officers at the SKILLS TRAINING
RESOURCES UNIT (STRU)
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Program:

AGRICULTURE

Course:

RAISING RABBITS

Module Code:

AF016iii

Module title:

Stock pen with rabbits

Module 1:
Introduction to
Rabbit farming
Module 2:
Build a rabbit
pen
Module 3:
Stock pen with
rabbits
Module 4:
Feeding rabbits

Module 5:
Breeding
rabbits
Module 6:
Care of rabbits
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Competency Profile: Stock pen with rabbits

Duties

Task

A. Introduction to
Rabbit farming

A1. Benefits of
raising rabbits

B. Build a
rabbit pen

B1. Select site
for building a
rabbit pen

B2. Materials
required for
building a
rabbit pen

B3. Build a
rabbit pen
(steps)

C. Stock pen
with rabbits

C1. Choose
good rabbits

C2. Handle
the rabbits

C3. Prepare
pens and stock
with rabbit

D. Feeding rabbits

D1. Types of
feed for rabbits

D2. Feed rabbits

E. Breeding rabbits

E1. Mating
rabbits

E2. Care of
baby rabbits

F. Care of rabbits

F1. Care of the
pen

A2. Requirements
for raising rabbits

F2. Care of
food and
water

A3.Types of
rabbits

D3. Cautions
about feeding
rabbits

E3. Raising
young rabbits

E4. Culling of
breeding stock

F3. Care of the
rabbits
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CURRICULUM GUIDE
Program:
Course:
Module code:
Modules:
Duration:

AGRICULTURE
Raising rabbits
AF016iii
Stock pen with rabbits
2 hours

Content:

C1: Choose good rabbits
•
Factors for selecting good rabbits
C2: Handle the rabbits
•
Proper way of handling rabbits
C3: Prepare pens and stock with rabbit
•
Prepare the pen

4

Pre-requisite:

There are no pre-requisites to this module.

Method:

This module should be delivered using the following
Methodologies:
•
Lecture
•
Discussion

Instructor:

The ideal instructor to deliver this course
•
should have a Certificate in Tropical Agriculture
•
Must have gone through Training Methodologies
•
Or must be an experienced rabbit farmer.

Assessment method:

The participant will be assessed using the following assessment
approaches:
•
Written/Oral tests
•
Direct Observation

Assessment condition:

All materials and equipments will be provided.
Assessment will be conducted in farm environment

REFERENCES:

1) Better Farming Series: 36
“Raising Rabbits”
Food and Agriculture Organization Of the United Nations
Rome, 1988
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APPENDIX 1: Training and Assessment guide
Task C1: Choose good rabbits
Suggested minimum instructional time: 40 minutes

Learning outcomes
1.1 Identify features for selecting good rabbits
Teaching strategy:
Learning activities for the trainee must include
the instructor to:
• Show the different parts of a rabbit and
explain each of them
• Discuss how each of the part looks like for a
healthy rabbit compared to an unhealthy one.
• Discuss the features to look for in rabbits
when selecting your stock.
Assessment condition: Trainee must be given
access to:
i) information and handouts
ii) real rabbits if possible or pictures
Assessment criteria:
1.1.1 The features for selecting good rabbits are
described correctly
Assessment method: To demonstrate
achievement of the above criteria the trainee will
be given:
• oral questions
• or written questions

APPENDIX 2: Training and Assessment guide
Task C2: Handle the rabbits
Suggested minimum instructional time: 40 minutes

Learning outcomes
1.1 Demonstrate the proper way of handling
rabbits

Assessment method: To demonstrate
achievement of the above criteria the trainee will
be given:
• oral questions
• or written questions

APPENDIX 3: Training and Assessment guide
Task C3: Prepare pens and stock with rabbits
Suggested minimum instructional time: 40 minutes

Learning outcomes
1.1 Demonstrate proper preparation
procedures before stocking the pen with
rabbits
Teaching strategy:
Learning activities for the trainee must include
the instructor to:
• Identify and explain what needs to be
prepared before stocking pens with rabbits
• Explain the importance of leaving the rabbits
to settle down after they are put into the pen.
• Explain the importance of letting only one
person to care for the rabbits other than more
people
Assessment condition: Trainee must be given
access to:
i) information and handouts
ii) real rabbits if possible
Assessment criteria:
1.1.1 Pens are stocked with feed and water
before stocking with rabbits.
Assessment method: To demonstrate
achievement of the above criteria the trainee will
be given:
• oral questions
• or written questions

Teaching strategy:
Learning activities for the trainee must include
the instructor to:
• Explain the reasons for proper handling of
rabbits
• Demonstrate the correct way of handling
rabbits
Assessment condition: Trainee must be given
access to:
i) information and handouts
ii) real rabbits if possible
Assessment criteria:
1.1.1 The proper way of handling rabbits is
demonstrated.
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APPENDIX 4: Instructional notes.
Stocking pen with rabbits
Choose good rabbits
You will have to learn how to choose healthy
rabbits. Let us begin by learning the parts of a
rabbit. This will help you when you choose yours.
Below is a drawing of a rabbit. Look at it carefully
and learn the name of each part.
Factors for choosing good rabbits
ear

eye
nose

neck

back
rump

hip

Try to find out as much as you can about the
rabbits that you may buy. Here are some things
that you should look for when you are choosing
your rabbits.
Look carefully at each rabbit to see that it is
active and moves well.
Never buy a rabbit that moves slowly or looks
dull and sleepy.

mouth

shoulder
claws
ribs
tail
belly

toes
front
leg

toe
claws

back
leg

It is best to buy your rabbits from a place where
you can go to see them before you buy them.
This way you can be sure that they have been
kept clean, that all the rabbits are healthy and
that they have been well cared for.
Perhaps you can visit a nearby farmer who raises
his own rabbits. There may even be a big rabbit
farm near where you live.

A RABBIT WHICH LOOKS DULL AND SLEEPY

Look to see that each rabbit has bright eyes, a dry
nose and clean ears and feet.
Never buy a rabbit with a runny nose, or with
sores in its ears or on its feet.

sores in ears

A NEARBY FARMER

runny nose

sores on feet
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Look at its fur. The fur of a healthy rabbit is
smooth and clean.
Never buy a rabbit with fur that is rough or dirty
or grows in patches.

Rabbits that come from big families, that grow
well and weigh a lot when they are young are
more likely to have big families and big, healthy
baby rabbits.
When you buy your rabbits, make sure that your
female and your male rabbits are not brothers
and sisters.
The female rabbits that you choose should have
eight teats so that they can feed eight babies.
four teats
on each side

Look at its teeth. The front grinding teeth of a
rabbit should be in line.
Never buy a rabbit if the grinding teeth are
crooked or out of line. Teeth that are out of line
grow and grow until the rabbit cannot eat.
Try to get rabbits from females that have five or
six babies at a time.

FEMALE RABBIT WITH BABIES

Try to get rabbits that grew well and were healthy
when they were young and that weighed 1 1/2 to
2 kilograms when they were three to four months
old.

With most kinds of rabbits, females are ready to
mate when they are 4 to 4 1/2 months old. Male
rabbits are ready a little later, when they are 5 to
5 1/2 months old.
So, when you first begin, try to get rabbits that
are old enough to mate, so that you can begin to
raise your own baby rabbits as soon as you can.
When you have decided what rabbits to buy, find
out what kinds of food they have been eating.
This will help you to know what to feed them
when you get them home. You may even be able
to take home some of this food to feed them for
the first few days.
Handle your rabbits
Rabbits must be handled with great care in order
not to hurt them.
When you pick up a rabbit hold it firmly but
gently.
Make no sudden movements or you may frighten
the rabbit and it will begin to struggle or scratch
you.
Remember, never pick up a rabbit by the legs or
the ears or you may hurt it.

1½ to 2
kilograms
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A small rabbit can be lifted and carried by
holding it firmly between the hips and the ribs
with the head hanging down.
With a heavy rabbit, gently grasp the loose skin
at the back of the neck with one hand and put the
head of the rabbit behind the elbow of the other
arm.

IMPROPER WAY TO HANDLE RABBITS

Now let us learn the right way to pick up rabbits
of different sizes and how to carry them.
Full- grown rabbits, small rabbits and heavy
rabbits
When a rabbit is full- grown the skin over the
shoulders at the back of the neck is very loose.
Gently grasp this loose skin with one hand to
hold the rabbit and put the other hand under the
rabbit to pick it up.
When you lift the rabbit, the hand under the
animal should carry nearly all of the weight.

FULL-GROWN RABBIT

HEAVY RABBIT

Hold the heavy rabbit firmly against your side
with the lower part of this arm and put the other
arm under the rabbit.
Bringing your rabbits home
When you bring your rabbit’s home you will have
to be very careful not to frighten them or they
may get sick or die. So, move them quietly and
gently.
Do not give any food to rabbits the night before
you move them. It is not good to move a rabbit
when its stomach is full. However, if the trip is
long they should be given water from time to
time.
It is best to move each rabbit in a separate
container such as a crate or a basket with a lid
that can be closed. However, the containers you
use should let in plenty of fresh air during the
trip.
FOOD

SHORT TRIPS

LONG TRIPS
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If the weather is hot, move your rabbits early in
the morning. If the weather is cooler, move them
in the evening.
When you reach home, put the containers down
gently near the pens. Let the rabbits rest and
become calm while you prepare their pens.

When the pens are ready, lift the rabbits carefully
out of their containers and put them gently in
their pens.

LIFT RABBITS CAREFULLY

LET THE RABBITS REST

Prepare pens and stock with rabbit
Put fresh food and water in the pens. This will
help your rabbits to feel at home and to settle
down more quickly.

It is best to have the same person take care of the
rabbits all of the time.
So, this person should put the rabbits in their
pens and take care of them from now on.
Now, let your rabbits settle down. Stay away
from them as much as you can until they become
used to the pen.
Do not bring people to see them. Do not let your
children play near the rabbit pens. Do not let
dogs or cats or other animals near them.

PUT FRESH FOOD AND WATER IN PENS

It you were able to bring home some of the food
that they were used to eating use that.
If you were not able to bring home some of the
food that they were used to eating, try to give
them something that is nearly the same.
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