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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SIGNED A MOU WITH PNG SPORTS
FOUNDATION TO PROMOTE SPORTING EXCELLENCE IN SCHOOLS

The Department of Education and PNG Sports Foundation signed a
Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen the relationship
between the two organizations.

Secretary for Education, Dr. Uke Kombra, PhD, OBE and the Chief
Executive Officer for the PNGSF, Mr. Albert Veratau signed the MOU
in a brief ceremony on Wednesday, 3rd April in Port Moresby.

Under the MOU, both organizations will promote and support
Physical Education (PE) in all schools throughout the country.

The MOU also ensures the promotion of the ‘Go Rural to Go Global
Sports Development Program’ by intfroducing Sports Nursery
development skills in primary schools to compliment the teaching of
PE.

The MOU will also promote the sports leadership fraining program in
secondary schools to produce coaches, technical officials and
sports administrators.



The MOU will specifically identify the scope of services to be
provided, establish the authorized agency as decision makers or
owners in this undertaking as well as financial and human resources
that is required for the provision of services.

Both parties agree that PNGSF will assist and promote PE, Sports
Nursery and Leadership Program in schools throughout the country.
PNGSF will also provide on-going training to up skill PE feachers and
also developing them to coordinate schools sports programes.

According to Mr. Veratau, the PNGSF will facilitate the ‘Go Rural to
Go Global Sports (GRtGG) Nursery program in Primary schools
targeting the age group six (6) to sixteen (16) year old students.

The GRtGG and Building World Class Leadership are two strategies
infroduced over the past year by PNGSF to improve sports
development in PNG, aimed at monetizing sports so that it becomes
an industry that can effectively contribute towards the economy of
the country.

The leadership program is also aimed at developing good citizenship
values and other nation building benefits for our future generations
as relevant tangible outcomes from GR1GG.

The Department of Education will ensure teachers’ colleges offer
appropriate training to produce more PE teachers to feed into the
elementary and secondary schools.

The Department is to provide teaching aids and resource booklets
for the teaching and learning of PE in the schools and also promote
inter-nouse sports in schools and inter-school carnivals in the
provinces.



Dr. Kombra said that the Department is pleased to partner with
PNGSF to promote PE and sports programs in schools.

“Sports has many benefits and for students, being actively involved
in sports results in higher self-esteem and better social interaction
compared to those who don't. They also have a more positive
atftitude towards life and are less likely to fall prey to social evils like
drugs, suicide, and unplanned pregnancy.

The Secretary mentioned some quick facts, in general, about the
benefits of sports;

. Sports play an important role in helping citizens of all ages
achieve the physical activity levels required to reduce the risk of
developing a range of non-communicable disease and illness.

. The combined economic, health and educatfion benefits of
sports return is huge.

. Sports is good for brining communities together.

Dr. Kombra thanked senior officers in the Department for taking the
lead to ensure that the MOU was completed. The Secretary made a
special mention of the current Acting FAS-FODE and Inclusive
Education Division, Mr. Andrew Angobe, who took up the challenge
to work with the PNGSF since October 2022.
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