
1 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Office of the Secretary 
  

           Date: 14/12/23 

 

 

PRESS STATEMENT 

 

EDUCATION SECRETARY COMMENDS BANK OF PNG FOR THE POSITIVE DECISION 

TO CONTINUE ISSUING PRIVATE SECTOR CHEQUES AFTER 31 DECEMBER, 2023 

 

 

The Secretary for Education, Dr. Uke Kombra, PhD, OBE has thanked and 

commended the Bank of Papua New Guinea (BPNG) for the positive response 

to the Department’s request to continue to issue cheques after 31 December, 

2023. 

This means, Education Department cheques will still be received by individuals, 

institutions or companies for the payments of services rendered after 31st 

December 2023, which will be honoured and payment processed by the banks. 

 

The Bank of PNG had announced in April this year that from close of business on 

31 December 2023 private sector cheques will not be accepted for payment by 

commercial banks and financial institutions in PNG. Any private sector cheques 

presented after 31 December 2023 will not be honoured. 

 

The Department had written to the Departments of Finance and Treasury about 

its challenges to accommodate the policy on electronic payments and upon 

presentation of its challenges to the National Payments Council (NPC), the 

BPNG wrote to the Secretary allowing it to continue to issue private sector 

cheques. 
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