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NATIONAL LAUNCH OF GRADE 1 & 2 MATHEMATICS TEXTBOOKS

In his first official engagement as the Minister for Education, Hon. Lucas Dawa
Dekena, MP announced today that a total of 140, 600 new mathematics
textbooks for grade 1 and grade 2 will be distributed to targeted schools and

teachers’ colleges.

Minister Dekena said the textbooks are scheduled to be delivered to the domestic
ports within the target provinces and all Teachers Colleges. Schools in Gulf,
Western, West Sepik, Oro, Milne Bay, and West New Britain provinces are recipients
of the textbooks. The textbooks were written by the Department of Education

Curriculum Development Division and printed in Japan.

“For the remaining 16 provinces not financed under BEST PNG, my Ministry, through
the Department is committed to funding the printing and distribution of additional
textbooks to ensure access for every child in Papua New Guineq,” the Minister

said.

The new Mathematics textbooks for Grade 1 and Grade 2 funded by Global
Partnership for Education (GPE) have been aligned with the Standards Based
Curriculum (SBC) and the 1-6-6 school system, along with the existing Grade 3 to

Grade 6 textbooks that were supplied with support from the Government of Japan.



The Government of Papua New Guinea is a beneficiary of the Education Sector
Plan Implementation Grant (ESPIG) from the Global Partnership for Education
(GPE) that aims at supporting the implementation of the National Education Plan.
The grant is being managed in project mode by the National Department of
Education under the Boosting Education Standards Together in PNG (BEST PNG)
Project, with Save the Children as the Grant Agent. Since its inception in July 2020,
the implementation of this project has been progressing steadily and it's scheduled
to conclude on June 30, 2024. Following the success registered in the current BEST
PNG Program, GPE has allocated additional funding to be accessed by GoPNG in
the next round of the financing. The process of developing a Partnership Compact
as the initial stage of the Grant Application Documentation has been completed

and currently under review by the GPE.

“I urge all schools and colleges that will receive these textbooks to take good care
and ownership of these textbooks and use them for the good of young learners,”

the Minister said.

Also, | like to take this opportunity to make two policy announcements.
They are:

No. 1. Review of the 1-6-6 system structure

| have instructed the Department to review the School structure by moving
Preparatory level to the Primary sector. Currently, Prep sits with the ECE sector. This
means soon, the whole Elementary school (Prep, E1, E2) will be integrated into the
Primary sector of the education system. These will ease planning and
implementation of the 1-6-6 school system structure. Hence, from 2025, we will
have ECE (Kindergarten 1 and 2) and Primary (1+6) and High School (6). The DOE
Planning Officers will be travelling to the provinces in the next two months to map

and cluster all schools under this arrangement.

No. 2. is on Early Childhood education (ECE)



For a better society and to secure our country’s future it is very critical to mold our
young children in foundational life skills, virfues, values as well as foundational
numeracy and literacy. | have expressed my priority to the Ministry that our children
must be God fearing and brought up to be respectful, honest, have love for
others, and have other Godly values. These values must underpin the ECE
curriculum. | have instructed the Department to consider the Accelerated Christian

Education (ACE) curriculum and work has started on this.

“I will work with the DOE and TSC to ensure that we implement the Early Childhood

Education as a new sector of the education system in 2025.

| direct the first ECE schools to be registered and operational in 2025, the
operational standards, teachers’ standards and curriculum standards must be in

place to ensure that we have proper standards.”
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